
The Epistles of John
Week 16:  1 John 1:1-4



‘Fellowship’ is a specifically 
Christian word and denotes that 
common participation in the grace 
of God, the salvation of Christ and 
the indwelling Spirit that is the 
spiritual birthright of all Christian 
believers. It … makes them one.

John Stott



1 John 1:1-4

The Greek text of these first four verses is actually only one 
sentence, which makes it a little more complicated for us in the 
English text



1 John 1:1-4

The Content of Our Proclamation 1:1a–d

We declare to you
what was from the beginning,
what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes,
what we have looked at and touched with our hands,



1 John 1:1-4

The Content of Our Writing 1:1e–2

concerning the word of life—this life was revealed,
and we have seen it,
and testify to it,
and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father

and was revealed to us—



1 John 1:1-4

The Reason We Proclaim 1:3

we declare to you what we have seen and heard
so that you also may have fellowship with us;
and truly our fellowship is with the Father
and with his Son Jesus Christ.



1 John 1:1-4

The Reason We Write 1:4

We are writing these things
so that our joy may be complete.



1 John 1:1-4

There are three key word in these verses that i would like us to 
look at closely:

• in verse 2 - manifest, appeared, revealed

• in verse 3 - fellowship (used 4 times in chapter 1)

• In verse 4 - joy



1 John 1:1-4

Manifest - be revealed, made visible, made apparent

1 Timothy 3:16 (ESV)

Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of godliness: 

He was manifested in the flesh, 

vindicated by the Spirit, 

seen by angels, 

proclaimed among the nations, 

believed on in the world, 

taken up in glory.



1 John 1:1-4

Webster:

fel•low•ship \ˈfe-lə-ˌship, -lō-\ noun

1: companionship, company

2 a: community of interest, activity, feeling, or experience

b: the state of being a fellow or associate

3: a company of equals or friends: association

4: the quality or state of being comradely



1 John 1:1-4

Fellowship - the Greek word: koinōnia (koy noh NEE uh)

This is one of those words which doesn’t move easily from Greek 
to English. In general usage, (even in the church), the word 
fellowship can be expressed “as hanging out together”

In the New Testament, the word was used to denote the believers’ 
common participation, or “fellowship,” with the Triune God—the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

The unique fellowship between God and Jesus began in eternity, 
was manifested in time through the incarnation of Jesus, was 
introduced to the apostles, and then introduced to each and every 
believer through indwelling of the Holy Spirit



1 John 1:1-4

Philippians 2:1–4 (ESV)

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, 
any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 
complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of others.

Romans 15:26 (ESV)

For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some 
contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem.



1 John 1:1-4

The fact and experience of Christian fellowship only exists 
because God the Father through Jesus Christ, the Son, and by/in 
the Spirit has established in grace a relation (a “new covenant”) 
with humankind. Those who believe the gospel of the resurrection 
are united in the Spirit through the Son to the Father.



1 John 1:1-4

Joy (χαρά, chara). Closely related to gladness and happiness, 
although joy is more a state of being than an emotion; a result of 
choice. One of the fruits of the spirit (Gal 5:22–23). Having joy is 
part of the experience of being a Christian.



Application for This Week

The opening of this book emphasizes the reality of Jesus 
as a physical and spiritual unity of God and Man who the 
author heard, saw and touched.


We should come away from this passage as participants 
in fellowship with God through the Holy Spirit - and with 
each other. 


We experience joy because of what God has done and 
continues to do for us and for what we participate in and 
do for each other.



Homework

Read 1 page of the handout each day 

Write down any questions which arise from your reading or 
email them to me at johnkaess@gmail.com and I’ll be sure 
we cover it when we start back in September. 

Remember to mark these passages as you read them when 
you see examples of Epideictic rhetoric (the rhetoric of 
praise and blame, positive and negative) or Amplification 
rhetoric (Amplification is a rhetorical technique where you 
take an idea and you expand upon it or repeat it over and 
over). Use a P and N for epidemic rhetoric and an A for 
amplification rhetoric.



Homework

My blog with past lessons is: 

www.UnapologeticallyJohn.com



Thank you for coming!
See you back here in September!


