
The Epistles of John
Week 14:  Introduction to 1 John



Introduction to 1 John

Things to discuss:

• Author

• Date

• Themes/Purpose

• Relationship to 2 John and 3 John

• Relationship to the Gospel of John

• Genre and Style



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

What lies beyond any doubt is that they held unorthodox views 
about Jesus.

Mystery:  People, because of their sin and because of their human 
limitations, remain ignorant of God’s purpose when left to their 
own reckoning. God graciously responds to this human 
inadequacy by revealing his purpose to his people. When God’s 
purpose is revealed in this way, the Bible frequently refers to it as 
a “mystery.”



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

The word mystery in modern speech means a sublime or unclear 
truth that is marvelled at but only partly understood. The Greek 
mystērion, however, describes any divine or heavenly reality 
which is regarded as hidden or secret and can be known only 
when revealed by the gods.



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

Colossians 1:25–28 

“of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from 
God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, the mystery hidden for ages and generations but now 
revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how 
great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him we 
proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.”



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

Orthodoxy

The holding of religious beliefs that are in harmony with the 
accepted views of the community of faith. Right belief (orthodoxy) 
is to show itself in right practice (orthopraxis).



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

What lies beyond any doubt is that they held unorthodox views 
about Jesus. They did not believe that Jesus was the Christ or the 
Son of God; they denied that Jesus Christ had come in the flesh

Around the middle of the first century, a form of Gnosticism arose 
that threatened the very roots of Christianity. It presented a new 
worldview on the relationship between God and humanity which 
threatened Christianity at the time of its burgeoning growth

One of the major concepts of the gnostic movement was that 
Jesus was not born of human flesh, but that he only seemed to be 
human



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

First John was written to a church or group of churches in crisis—
churches who were being attacked by false teaching. 

After leaving the church/churches, the false teachers continued to 
spread their teachings to those who remained within the 
Johannine churches. They went so far as to organize and send 
out itinerant teachers/missionaries who moved among the 
churches with the goal of converting those in the churches to their 
beliefs.

Undoubtedly, this theological assault created confusion and crisis 
within the believing community



1 John - Relationship to 2 & 3 John

There are many similarities between 1 John and 2 John

Unlike 2 John and 3 John, 1 John bears none of the 
characteristics of being a letter. It has no opening nor a closing. 
Instead, it appears in style and substance, to be a homily, a 
sermon

It is likely that this sermon was written down and distributed 
around the churches where John was living in Ephesus, and then 
outward to other churches in Asia Minor. It would likely have 
included the house churches that 2 John and 3 John were written 
to, and also very likely preceded them in time.



Application for This Week

Once again we are looking at a letter written to a church 
or churches about a prevailing problem.


Our goal is to look at the heart of this pastor/elder/
apostle and see what he is bringing to us that we can 
make use of today in our lives and in our church.



Homework

John McArthur has said that he reads each book of the 
Bible 30 times before he begins to study it in preparation for 
teaching it. I'd like us to all read 1 John chapter 1 just one 
time per day this coming week to prepare for next week.


Read one translation of 1 John chapter 1 each day this 
week. It takes less than 2 minutes. Go slowly and think 
about what is being said. 

Write down any questions or things you'd like to discuss in 
class next week on the first page or email them to me.



Thank you for coming!
See you next week


