
The Epistles of John
Week 13:  Introduction to 1 John



Introduction to 1 John

The canonicity of 1 John was never questioned in early church 
history. The book was accepted into the canon immediately and 
without dissent

When anyone thinks about the first century AD, they must be 
keenly aware of a significant gap between our world and that 
world. The problem is that the first-century Christians’ lives, 
thoughts, and experiences are important for believers today



Introduction to 1 John

Things to discuss:

• Author

• Date

• Themes/Purpose

• Relationship to 2 John and 3 John

• Relationship to the Gospel of John

• Genre and Style



Introduction to 1 John - Author

Unlike 2 John and 3 John, 1 John has nothing internally in its 
introduction, closing or content to spread any light on who the 
author is. 

It does not even contain the introductory phrase we find in 2 John 
and 3 John “From the elder”

The early church believed that the Apostle John was the author of 
1 John. Many modern scholars believe it could have been a 
disciple of John.



Introduction to 1 John - Date

It is most likely that The Gospel of John, 1 John, 2 John and 3 
John were all written between 70 and 90 A.D. These dates stem 
mainly from extra-biblical writings in the 2nd century;

We have no information about where they were written from or to, 
but the early church records that the Apostle John lived the last 
few decades of his life in Ephesus.

Most scholars feel that 1 John preceded 2 and 3 John



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

Four times in the letter John tells us why he writes:

1. “We write this to make our joy complete” (1:4).
(To promote true joy in the child of God)

2. “I write this to you so that you will not sin” (2:1).
(To prevent the child of God from committing sin)

3. “I am writing these things to you about those who are trying 
to lead you astray” (2:26)
(To protect the child of God from false teachers)

4. “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the 
Son of God so that you may know you have eternal life” (5:13).
(To provide assurance of salvation for the child of God)



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

Ultimately he sets out the fundamentals of the faith for us when he 
writes 1 John 3:23

“And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 
commanded us.”

Inextricably intertwined with John’s christological agenda is his 
emphasis on love.



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

The opening verses of 1 John clearly answered some of the 
heresy by giving an eyewitness account of knowing Jesus

The confession of Jesus as the divine Christ and Son of God who 
has come in the flesh is central to the epistles



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

A crisis had arisen in the church due to the rise of teachers who 
were advocating an understanding of Christianity different from 
that upheld by John and his colleagues. 

The point had been reached where they had actually left the 
church, presumably to set up their own rival institution, but, 
although they had left the church, they were still in contact with its 
members and were causing considerable uncertainty among them 
regarding the true character of Christian belief and whether the 
members of the church could truly regard themselves as 
Christians



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

What lies beyond any doubt is that they held unorthodox views 
about Jesus. They did not believe that Jesus was the Christ or the 
Son of God; they denied that Jesus Christ had come in the flesh

Around the middle of the first century, a form of Gnosticism arose 
that threatened the very roots of the Christianity. It presented a 
new worldview on the relationship between God and humanity 
which threatened Christianity at the time of its burgeoning growth

One of the major concepts of the gnostic movement was that 
Jesus was not born of human flesh, but that he only seemed to be 
human



Introduction to 1 John - Themes/Purpose

First John was written to a church or group of churches in crisis—
churches who were being attacked by false teaching. 

After leaving the church/churches, the false teachers continued to 
spread their teachings to those who remained within the 
Johannine churches. They went so far as to organize and send 
out itinerant teachers/missionaries who moved among the 
churches with the goal of converting those in the churches to their 
beliefs.

Undoubtedly, this theological assault created confusion and crisis 
within the believing community



Application for This Week

Once again we are looking at a letter written to a church 
or churches about a prevailing problem.


Our goal is to look at the heart of this pastor/elder/
apostle and see what he is bringing to us that we can 
make use of today in our lives and in our church.



Homework

John McArthur has said that he reads each book of the 
Bible 30 times before he begins to study it in preparation for 
teaching it. I'd like us to all read 1 John chapter 1 just one 
time per day this coming week to prepare for next week.


Read one translation of 1 John chapter 1 each day this 
week. It takes less than 2 minutes. Go slowly and think 
about what is being said. 

Write down any questions or things you'd like to discuss in 
class next week on the first page or email them to me.



Thank you for coming!
See you next week


