
The Epistles of John
Week 9:  3 John 9-10



Third John provides insight into a 
personality conflict that arose at the 
end of the first century and the 
strategy adopted by the elder to 
resolve it. Clearly then there is 
much that is valuable for our 
consideration in this letter. The 
church has neglected it for too long
—at its own expense.



3 John 1-4

3 John 1–4 (ESV)

The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. 

Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good 
health, as it goes well with your soul. For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers 
came and testified to your truth, as indeed you are walking in the truth. I have 
no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.



3 John 5-8

3 John 5–8 (ESV)

Beloved, it is a faithful thing you do in all your efforts for these brothers, 
strangers as they are, who testified to your love before the church. You will do 
well to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God. For they have 
gone out for the sake of the name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles. 
Therefore we ought to support people like these, that we may be fellow 
workers for the truth.



3 John 9-10

3 John 9–10 (ESV)

I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes to put 
himself first, does not acknowledge our authority. So if I come, I will bring up 
what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense against us. And not content with 
that, he refuses to welcome the brothers, and also stops those who want to 
and puts them out of the church.



3 John 9-10 Transition

Look at the transition in tone and content which happens abruptly from verses 
1-8 and verse 9

The letter now takes a striking and unexpected turn. Everything has been 
positive and glowing through v. 8. A situation, however, came to the elder’s 
attention that demands a response. Indeed if it were not for this problem, it is 
unlikely 3 John would have been written.

John begins this section of the letter by informing Gaius that he had written a 
previous letter to a church, but he had encountered trouble from a man 
named Diotrephes. This is the only mention of Diotrephes in the New 
Testament, and so our knowledge of him is limited.



3 John 9-10

Introduction to Video



3 John 9-10 Introduction to the Conflict

When we are facing a crisis, it often is not easy to formulate a plan 
for the way forward. 

This is certainly true for groups. Different members highlight and 
propose alternative action plans. Sometimes these strategies lead 
to conflict, and tensions rise.

The scenario becomes quite complex when we add issues of 
power and authority. That is what we face in this third epistle. 

— Believer’s Church Bible Commentary 1,2,3 John



3 John 9-10 Introduction to the Conflict

As the letter reveals, conflict in the church is not a new 
phenomenon. Christians have disagreed with one another since 
the church’s beginning

Humility goes a long way toward diffusing potentially explosive 
situations

We must be careful to avoid gossiping about those with whom we 
disagree. Not only should we not spread false rumors, as 
Diotrephes apparently did; we also should be careful about what 
we say and to whom we speak when talking about conflict



3 John 9-10

Diotrophes had a position of leadership in a local church in the city or area 
where Gaius lived. 

Whether they were members of the same church is not stated, but given the 
information we have in 3 John it would seem unlikely. 

The elder had written an earlier letter to “the church” (not Diotrephes). That 
letter is probably lost.

The letter would seem to have contained recommendations for traveling 
teachers sent from John that would encourage the church of Diotrephes to 
extend to them hospitality. Apparently Diotrephes either intercepted the letter 
or, once it was read, led a movement to reject the elder’s appeal.



Application for This Week

Should we have an authority?


Can pride or a desire for power or influence usurp doing 
what is right?


Do each of us sometimes try to justify what we know is 
not right?



Homework

John McArthur has said that he reads each book of the 
Bible 30 times before he begins to study it in preparation for 
teaching it. I'd like us to all read 3 John just one time per 
day this coming week to prepare for next week.


Read one translation of 3 John each day this week. It takes 
less than 2 minutes. Go slowly and think about what is being 
said. 

Write down any questions or things you'd like to discuss in 
class next week on the first page or email them to me.



Thank you for coming!
See you next week


