
The Epistles of John
Week 12:  3 John 11-15



3 John 9-10

3 John 9–10 (ESV)

I have written something to the church, but Diotrephes, who likes 
to put himself first, does not acknowledge our authority. So if I 
come, I will bring up what he is doing, talking wicked nonsense 
against us. And not content with that, he refuses to welcome the 
brothers, and also stops those who want to and puts them out of 
the church.



3 John 11-12

3 John 11–12 (ESV)

Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good 
is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God. Demetrius has 
received a good testimony from everyone, and from the truth itself. 
We also add our testimony, and you know that our testimony is 
true.



3 John 11-12

Verse 11 compliments what John says in:

1 John 3:10 (ESV)
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the 
children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is 
not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.



3 John 11-12

The verb “well spoken” (memarturētai) is in the perfect tense and 
“implies that the testimony to Demetrius had been given over a 
period of time, and it was still effective.” Everyone (pantōn) is an 
amazing declaration. It is doubtful everyone (e.g., pagan 
unbelievers) agreed with Demetrius’s views or appreciated the 
stands he took. It was the case, however, that all who knew him 
knew him to be a man of character and integrity.



3 John 11-12

Why is Demetrius even mentioned? Was he a member of 
Diotrophes’ church? Gaius’ church?

It is most likely that Demetrius is mentioned (and at the end of the 
letter) because he was the messenger bearing the letter to Gaius.



3 John 11-12

Second, he had the witness of “the truth itself.” Demetrius’s 
devotion to the truth of the gospel was self-evident. His life was 
consistent with the truth of the Christian faith. There was a 
marvelous match between the two. 

Third, he had the testimony of the elder and his church on his 
side. The “we” is emphatic and should be understood to include 
the entire community who had sent Demetrius out



3 John 13-15

3 John 13–15 (ESV)

I had much to write to you, but I would rather not write with pen 
and ink. I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face. 
Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the friends, each by 
name.



3 John 13-15

This verse is quite similar to the conclusion of 2 John. The word 
“soon” is the only significant difference. It is probably added 
because of the urgency of dealing with Diotrephes. John plans to 
come and come quickly to Gaius. He will not allow the problem 
with Diotrephes to fester and perhaps grow worse. There is 
wonderful pastoral wisdom in John’s approach.



3 John 13-15

“Face to face” is again a translation of the idiom “mouth to mouth”.  
The elder is the only New Testament writer to use this phrase. 
John wants a personal conversation with Gaius. No letter can 
substitute for his presence. John loves him and loves him dearly. If 
God will allow it, he will soon be on his way to see his precious 
friend.



3 John 13-15

The ESV fittingly translates, “Greet the friends, every one of 
them.” 

As a congregational leader, it is his high privilege to convey the 
Christian love of John and others to the individual members of his 
own local body of believers, Diotrephes’ anticipated antagonism 
notwithstanding.



3 John 13-15

Thus the epistle ends with the image of Gaius greeting each 
sheep of the flock one by one, despite divisions that may be 
present. 

A blanket and impersonal communiqué will not do, much less 
silent neglect or indifference. John’s words impel Gaius to walk in 
Jesus’s pastoral footprints.

Jesus commended the shepherd who “calls his own sheep by 
name” in John 10:3 (NLT)

The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep recognize 
his voice and come to him. He calls his own sheep by name and 
leads them out.



Application for This Week

Look at the pastoral heart of John as we see it in the 
short letter. These are characteristics we should seek in a 
pastor.


• We see his love and respect for both Gaius and 
Demetrius and his expression of that love


• We see praise for what they are doing and how they 
are leading and living


• John does not ignore the problem, nor delegate it to 
someone else. He accepts the responsibility that 
comes with leadership.



Homework

John McArthur has said that he reads each book of the 
Bible 30 times before he begins to study it in preparation for 
teaching it. I'd like us to all read 1 John just one time per 
day this coming week to prepare for next week.


Read one translation of 1 John each day this week. It takes 
less than 2 minutes. Go slowly and think about what is being 
said. 

Write down any questions or things you'd like to discuss in 
class next week on the first page or email them to me.



Thank you for coming!
See you next week


