
The Epistles of John
Week 6:  2 John 10-13



The epistles of John are something 
of an enigma when considered 
together. Few books of the New 
Testament are more loved, 
memorized, or quoted than 1 John. 
On the other hand one is hard 
pressed to find any books of 
Scripture more ignored and taught 
less than 2 and 3 John.

Ben Witherington III



2 John 10-13

2 John 10–11 (ESV) 

If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive 
him into your house or give him any greeting, for whoever greets him 
takes part in his wicked works.


The key questions here are:


1. What is “this teaching”?


2. What does “receive him into your house” mean?


3. What does “give him any greeting” mean?




2 John 10-13

What is “this teaching”?


• The context of 2 John makes this very clear. The teaching in question is 
that Jesus Christ is God’s Son come in the flesh.


What does “receive him into your house” mean?


• Who is the letter written to, individual believers or a church? 


• Where did the church meet?


John uses the plural in verse 10, “If anyone comes to you.” John is not 
referring here to a personal visit of one person with another. This is an 
audience with the gathered church. When John refers to receiving them 
“into your house,” he likely has in mind a private residence used as a 
primary place of meeting and worship—a house church. John is not 
forbidding private hospitality, but rather an official welcome.



2 John 10-13

What does “welcome them” or “greet them” mean?


• The word translated “welcome” (chairein) means something like “God 
bless” or “may it go well.” It is an expression of affirmation and support. 
John says there is to be no encouragement whatsoever to these 
deceivers and antichrists.


• Greetings were an essential part of social protocol at that time, and the 
greeting (“Peace be with you”) was intended as a blessing or prayer to 
impart peace.



2 John 10-13

John has two words of exhortation: Do not be deceived yourselves, and 
do not encourage the deceivers.


To bring this exhortation to our church at Eastside, it would be similar to 
what we do each summer when we “welcome” and “greet” the 
navigators.


• We recognize them in front of the entire congregation


• We pray for them


• Some of them stay in our homes


• We sometimes financially help them



2 John 10-13

Mark 6:7–13 (ESV)


And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and 
gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He charged them to take 
nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in 
their belts— but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. And he said 
to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from 
there. And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, 
when you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony 
against them.” So they went out and proclaimed that people should 
repent. And they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who 
were sick and healed them.




2 John 10-13

2 John 12–13 (ESV) 

Though I have much to write to you, I would rather not use paper and ink. 
Instead I hope to come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy may 
be complete. 


The children of your elect sister greet you.


• How is talking face to face better than writing?


• If he preferred talking face to face, why did he write this letter?


• Why does he say “that our joy may be complete”?



Application for This Week

Think about hospitality.


• Is our church so inclined to hospitality and supporting 
others in spreading the gospel that we would need a 
warning to be sure of their teaching on the gospel?


• What has changed in evangelical missions to make this 
warning less needed now than it was then?


• Do we still need the teaching John gives about the 
interconnectedness of Truth and Love?



Homework

John McArthur has said that he reads each book of the 
Bible 30 times before he begins to study it in preparation for 
teaching it. I'd like us to all read 3 John just one time per 
day this coming week to prepare for next week.


Read one translation of 3 John each day this week. It takes 
less than 2 minutes. Go slowly and think about what is being 
said. 

Write down any questions or things you'd like to discuss in 
class next week on the first page or email them to me.



Thank you for coming!
See you next week


